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DESCRIPTION 
PILL CASE 

TECHNICAL FIELD 
5 This invention relates to a pill cases to store pill 

blister packs put onto. 

BACKGROUND ART 

Conventionally, as shown in Fig. 15, a pill rack 33 

10 having multiple shelves 31 with a plurality of pill cases 32 
placed on has been installed in a hospital or a dispensary. 
When pills are purchased, pill blister packs are taken out 
from the packaging box to be stored in the pill case 32 by 
category. As shown in Fig. 16, the pill case 32 comprises 

15 left and right side walls 34a, 34b, a rear -wall 35 continued 
from the rear end of the left and right side walls 34a, 34b 
and a bottom plate 36 provided in a position spaced from 
the bottoms of the left and right side walls 34a, 34b and 
between the left and right side walls 34a, 34b. The bottom 

20 plate 36 has an inclined face 37 inclined upwardly toward 
the front side from the rear wall 35. The pill blister packs 
are put on the inclined face 37 to be stored and odd pill 
blister packs are stored in a small storage part 38 provided 
in front of and below the inclined face 37 (e.g. see 

25 Japanese unexamined patent publication No. H1 1-9663). 
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However, the conventional pill case 32 has no space 
for storing such as description packed together with the pill 
blister packs in the packaging box. Therefore, some pill 
5 cases provided with a space for inserting the description in 
under the storage part 38 for the odd pill blister packs has 
been proposed (e.g. see Japanese, unexamined patent 
publication No. 2001-104063), but yet the space has not 
been sufficient. Although there has been in practical use a 

10 pill case with a drawer provided below the conventional pill 
case 32, the height of the pill case has been increased by a 
dimension of the provided drawer, enlarging the pill rack. 

In the case where the blister pack 30 put onto the 
inclined face 37 of the bottom plate 36 is considerably 

15 shorter than the length of the bottom plate 36. Therefore 
the conventional pill case 32 has a problem of difficulty in 
picking up a pill blister pack 30 because of the necessity of 
inserting a hand into narrow space to pick up the pill blister 
pack 30, the blister pack 30 is put on so that the front end 

20 of the blister pack 30 is positioned at the rear portion apart 
from the front edge of the bottom plate 3b. Moreover, in 
the case where the width of the blister pack . 30 is nearly 
wider with the width of the bottom plate 36, due to the 
impossibility in inserting fingers into the sides of the blister 

25 pack 30, it has also a problem of difficulty in picking up a 
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pill blister pack 30 because of the necessity of pinching out 
from the front side. 

DISCLOSURE OF INVENTION 
5 The present invention has been accomplished in 

contemplation of aforesaid problems of the conventional pill 
cases and an object of the invention is to provide a pill 
case which has a space to store a description of the pill or 
others without any change in the whole shape of 
10 conventional pill cases. Another object of the invention is 
to provide a pill case in which stored pills can be picked up 
easily. 

To solve aforesaid problems, according to the present 
invention, in a pill case comprising left and right side walls, 

15 a rear wall continued from the left and right side walls and 
a bottom plate provided between the left and right side 
walls in the upper position of lower ends of the left and 
right side walls having an inclined face obliquely upwardly 
inclined toward the front side from the rear wall, and the 

20 pill case storing blister packs put on the inclined face of 
the bottom plate, a drawer is placed in a space positioned 
below the bottom plate and defined by the left and right 
side walls and the bottom plate, so that the drawer can be 
drawn toward the front side. 

25 In this invention, in the space defined by the left and 
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right side walls placed bellow the bottom plate and the 
bottom plate, a drawer, which can be drawn to the front 
side, is provided, therefore the pill case is unchanged from 
the conventional pill case in whole shape. And in the 
5 drawer, a sufficient space is reserved, so that description 
of the pill or others can be stored. 

Guides may be provided at the lower end of the left 
and right side walls to support the drawer from below. 
Thereby the drawer can be drawn, which prevents dropping 

10 of the drawer out while the pill case is carried up. 

A separating plate may be provided to separate the 
inner space of the drawer into a first storage part being in 
front of the front edge of the bottom plate and a second 
storage part below the bottom plate within the drawer put 

15 into the pill case. As the first storage part positions 
forward from the bottom plate and opens upwardly, odd 
blister packs can be stored into and taken out from the first 
storage part easily. The description of the pill or others 
can be stored in the second storage part. 

20 Protrusions may be provided on both side walls of the 

drawer and elongate holes formed on the side walls in the 
drawn direction of the drawer to engage with the 
protrusions of the drawer. Thereby it is possible to prevent 
pulling of the drawer from pulling away from the pill case. 

25 The elongate holes may be inflected so that the 
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elongate holes each comprise a rear hole part inclined in 
parallel with the bottom plate and a front hole part 
extending horizontally from the front end of the rear hole 
part. Thereby a gap between the rear wall of the drawer 
5 and the bottom plate is smaller in a state of that the drawer 
is drawn out, which prevents anything stored from being 
caught into the gap or dropping over into the back space of 
the drawer. 

An engagement portion may be provided on the left 

10 and right side walls or the bottom plate, and a latch portion 
may be provided on the drawer, the latch portion engaging 
with the engagement potion in a state of that the drawer is 
closed. Thereby it is possible to prevent to unnecessary 
drawing of the drawer while the pill case is carried up or 

15 put on a pill rack. 

The left and right side walls each may comprise a rear 
part, a front part having a height of about half of the rear 
part and step part between the rear part and the front part, 
wherein the step part is placed at a position 1/3 to 1/2 of 

20 the total length of the bottom plate from the front edge of 
the bottom plate. Because of the shape of the left and right 
side walls that the upper portion of the front part is cut 
away widely, the pill blister packs can be picked up by 
fingers reaching onto the left and right side of the pill 

25 blister packs, even if the pill blister packs placed on the 
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inclined face of the bottom plate were wide. 

At least one pair of opposed vertical groves may be 
formed on inside of the left and right side walls and a 
movable wall may engage with the vertical groves to 
5 separate the space above the inclined face of the bottom 
plate into a front space and a rear space. Thereby the 
movable plate is engaged with the vertical groves to choose 
the depth of the space upon the inclined face adapting the 
length to the pill blister packs to be placed on the inclined 

10 face of the bottom plate. Therefore the blister packs can be 
placed in a position easy to be picked up as that the front 
edges of the blister packs are nearly aligned with the front 
edge of the bottom plate, 

According to the present invention, the drawer, which 

15 can be drawn out to front side, is provided in the space 
defined by the left and right side walls placed bellow the 
bottom plate and the bottom plate. Therefore an enough 
space is reserved in the drawer to store the description of 
the pill or others without reconfiguration of whole shape 

20 from the conventional pill cases. 

Moreover, the left and right side walls are shaped so 
that the upper portion of the front part is cut away widely, 
thereby the blister packs can be picked up by fingers 
reaching onto sides of the front part of the blister packs 

25 without the side walls existing proximately. The movable 



wall is engaged with the vertical groves to choose the depth 
of the space on the inclined face adapting the length to 
align the front edges of the pill blister packs placed with 
the front edge of the bottom plate. Therefore the blister 
packs can be picked up easily. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a pill case as a first 
embodiment according to the present invention showing a 
state of the drawer closed. 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the pill case of Fig. 1 
showing a state of the drawer drawn out. 

Fig. 3 is a plan view of a case body of the pill case of 
Fig. 1. 

Fig. 4 is a sectional view of the case body of Fig. 3. 
Fig. 5 is a plan view of the drawer of the pill case of 
Fig. 1. 

Fig. 6 is a sectional view of the drawer of Fig. 5. 

Fig. 7 is a sectional view of the drawer of the pill case 
of Fig. 1 showing a state of the drawer closed. 

Fig. 8 is a perspective view of the pill case as a 
second embodiment according to the present invention 
showing a state of the drawer drawn out. 

Fig. 9 is a plan view of a case body of the pill case of 
Fig. 8. 
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Fig. 10 is a sectional view of the case body of Fig. 9. 
Fig. 11 is a plan view of the drawer of the pill case of 
Fig. 8. 

Fig. 12 is a sectional view of the drawer of Fig. 11. 

Fig. 13 is a sectional view of the pill case of Fig. 8 
showing a state of the drawer closed. 

Fig. 14 is a sectional view of the pill case as a third 
embodiment according to the present invention with the 
drawer closed. 

Fig. 15 is a perspective view of a pill rack on which 
conventional pill cases are put onto. 

Fig. 16 is a perspective view of the conventional pill 

case. 

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION 

Hereinafter, embodiments according to the present 
invention will be described with reference to the attached 
drawings. 

Fig. 1 shows a pill case 1 as a first embodiment 
according to the present invention. The pill case 1 is made 
of transparent or light blocking synthetic resin and placed 
on a pill rack 33 as shown in Fig. 15 to store a variety of 
pill blister packs in a similar way to conventional one. As 
shown in Fig. 2, the pill case 1 comprises a case body 2 
and a drawer 3. 



As Fig. 3 and Fig. 4 shows, the case body 2 comprises 
left and right side walls 4a, 4b, a rear wall 5 continued from 
the left and right side walls 4a, 4b and a bottom plate 6 
provided between the left and right side walls 4a, 4b in the 
upper position of the lower ends of the left and right side 
walls 4a, 4b. Guides 7 projecting inside and extending 
backward and forward are formed at the lower ends of the 
left and right side walls 4a, 4b. Elongate holes 8 extending 
backward and forward are formed above the guides 7. The 
bottom plate has an inclined face 9 inclined upwardly 
toward the front side from the rear wall 5. The front edge 
of the bottom plate 6 hasn't reached and stopped short of 
the front edges of the left and right side walls 4a, 4b. A 
slot-shaped engagement hole 10 is formed at the middle of 
the front edge of the bottom plate 6. 

The drawer 3 is drawably contained into a space 
defined by the bottom plate 6 of the case body 2 and the 
portions of left and right side walls 4a, 4b below the bottom 
plate 6. As Fig. 5 and Fig. 6 shows, the drawer 3 
comprises left and right side walls 11a, 11b with upper 
edges inclined upwardly toward front side, a rear wall 12 
continued from the rear ends of the left and right side walls 
11a, 11b and a bottom plate 13 spreading between the left 
and right side walls 11a, 11b and the rear wall 12. The 
front end portion of the bottom plate 13 is comprised of an 
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inclined face 14 extending obliquely upwardly to the top 
ends of the left and right side walls 4a, 4b. From the top 
end of the inclined face 14 a front plate 15 is extended 
downwardly on which a label for indication of the name of 
5 the pill or others is stuck. The space between the front 
plate 15 and the inclined face 14 serves as a pull handle 
which is used when drawing the drawer 3. The space 
defined by the left and right side walls 4a, 4b, the rear wall 
12 and the bottom plate 13 is separated by a separation 

10 plate 16 provided on the bottom plate 13 to form a first 
storage part 17 positioned in front of the separation plate 
16 and ahead of the front end of the bottom plate 6 and a 
second storage part 18 positioned behind the separation 
plate 16 and under the bottom plate of the case body 2. At 

15 the middle of the upper end of the separation plate 16, a 
projecting lug 19 is formed for engaging with the 
engagement hole 10 on the bottom plate 6 of the case body 
2. As described above, the front edge of the bottom plate 6 
is terminated in the middle of the left and right side walls 

20 4a, 4b. Therefore the engagement hole 10 on the front 
edge can engage with the projecting lug 19 of the 
separation plate 16, allowing the first storage part 17 to 
open and the second storage part 18 to close. In the 
vicinity of the rear ends of the left and right side walls 11a, 

25 11b, protrusions 20 are formed so as to protrude outwardly. 
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The protrusions 20 are adapted to engage with the elongate 
holes 8 of the case body 2. 

A plurality of pill cases 1 each having aforesaid 
construction are placed on the pill rack 33 such as shown in 
5 Fig. 15 and each of them can contain a different kind of pill 
blister pack 30. As shown in Fig 1, the unused pill blister 
packs 30 are stacked on the inclined face 9 of the bottom 
plate 6 of the case body 2 while the separated odd pill 
blister packs 30a are contained in the first storage part 17 

10 of the drawer 3. Draw of the drawer 3 causes the second 
storage part 18 to appear as shown in Fig. 2. In the second 
storage part 18, the description of the pill and if necessary 
a piece of paper on which information of expiration control 
and contraindications have noted are stored. With the 

15 drawer 3 closed as Fig. 7 shows, the projecting lug 19 on 
the separation plate 16 of the drawer 3 engages with the 
engagement hole 10 on the bottom plate 6 of the case body 
2, preventing the drawer 3 from dropping out from the case 
body 2 as the pill case 1 is placing on or carried out from 

20 the pill rack 33. When the drawer 3 is drawn entirely, the 
protrusions 20 on the drawer 3 abut against within the front 
end of the elongate hole 8 on the case body 2, preventing 
the drawer 3 from dropping away. 

The space below the bottom plate 6 of the case body 2 

25 is one defined inevitably by providing the bottom plate 6 
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with the inclined face 9 and such space also exists in the 
conventional pill case 32 as shown in Fig. 16. The drawer 
3 according to the present invention is disposed in the 
space below the bottom plate 6 of the case body 2, making 
5 the whole shape of the case unchanged from the shape of 
the conventional pill case 32. Particularly the drawer 3 can 
be provided with the height of the pill case 1 kept equally. 
Therefore the same number of the pill case 1 as the 
conventional cases can be placed on the pill rack 33 similar 

10 to conventional one. In addition to functions that the 
bottom plate 6 can store the pill blister packs 30 and the 
first storage part 17 of the drawer 3 can store the odd pill 
blister packs 30a, a novel function that the second storage 
part 18 of the drawer 3 can store the description of the pill 

15 can be provided without any change of the whole shape. 

Fig. 8 shows a pill case 1' as a second embodiment 
according to the present invention. As far as the pill case 
1\ same numeral numbers are affixed to some components 
having same function as that of the aforesaid pill case 1 to 

20 omit descriptions. Therefore functions of only deferent 
component will be described. 

The pill case 1' comprises a case body 2 and a drawer 
3 and also has a movable wall 21. 

As Figs. 9, 10 show, 3 pairs of vertical groves 22 

25 opposed to each other are formed on the left and right side 
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walls 4a, 4b of the case body 2 so that a movable wall 21 
can be inserted into the vertical groves 22 from upper side. 
Elongate holes 8 formed on the left and right side walls 4a, 
4b are inflected so that the each of elongate holes 
5 comprising a rear hole part 8A inclined in parallel with the 
bottom plate 6 and a front hole part 8B extending 
horizontally from the front end of the rear hole part 8A as 
shown in Fig. 10. Guides 7 are also formed in a shape of a 
claw narrower than that in the first embodiment. The left 

10 and right side walls 4a, 4b comprise a rear part 4A, a front 
part 4B having a height of about half of the rear part 4A 
and a step part AC between the rear part 4A and the front 
part 4B. The step part 4C is placed at a position about 1/3 
to about 1/2 length of the total length of the bottom plate 6 

15 from the front edge of the bottom plate 6. The front end of 
the bottom plate 6 is inclined more upwardly to make it 
ensure to pick up the stored blister packs 30. 

As shown in Fig. 11 and Fig. 12, engagement claws 23 
are also formed on the lower edges proximally to the front 

20 edges of the left and right side walls 11a, 11b on both 
sides of the bottom face of the drawer 3. Additionally, the 
front plate 15 has a "U" shape of cross-section so that a 
label indicated the name of the pill or others can be 
inserted from upper side. At the middle of the back side of 

25 the front plate 15 a cutout 24 in which a finger can be 



14 



inserted to push out the label from lower side is further 
formed for taking the label away. 

As Fig. 13 shows a state of the pill case 1' with the 
drawer 3 closed, the engagement claws 23 of the drawer 3 
is positioned behind the guides 7 of the case body 2 so that 
the guides 7 engage with the engagement claws 23. 
Therefore it is prevented that the drawer 3 is pull out 
unintentionally. 

A plurality of pill cases 1' each having aforesaid 
construction are placed on the pill rack 33 such as shown in 
Fig. 14 and each of them can contain a different kind of pill 
blister pack 30 similarly to the pill case 1 described above. 
When taking the pill case 1* out from the pill rack 33, the 
pill case 1' is pulled out toward the front side by fingers 
placed on the inclined face 14. By lifting upwardly a little 
and pulling forwardly the drawer 3 with fingers inserted into 
the space behind the front plate 15 and below the inclined 
face 14, the engagement claws 23 are released from the 
guides 7, so that the drawer 3 can be drawn. Even if the 
whole length of the blister packs 30 to be placed on the 
inclined face 9 of the bottom plate 6 is shorter than the 
length of the bottom plate 6, by choosing a pair of vertical 
groves 22 to be inserted the movable wall 21 for separating 
the storing space so that the usable depth of the inclined 
face 9 becomes approximately same as the length of the 
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blister packs 30, the blister packs 30 can be placed with 
the front ends of the blister packs 30 aligned with the front 
edge of the bottom plate 6, facilitating picking blister packs 
up. 

5 In the pill case 1\ since the drawer 3 is drawn 

obliquely upwardly from the case body 2 along the inclined 
rear hole part 8A of the elongate hole 8 in parallel with the 
bottom plate 6, a gap between the bottom plate 6 and the 
rear wall 12 of the drawer 3 will not enlarge even in a state 

10 that the drawer 3 is drawn out. And the horizontal front 
hole part 8B of the elongate hole 8 allows the drawer 3 to 
be drawn keeping a horizontal attitude without inclining to 
the direction of the rear hole part 8A and causes the gap 
between the bottom plate 6 and the rear wall 12 to be kept 

15 small. This prevents the description or others to be 
contained in the second storage part 18 from catching into 
the gap between the bottom plate 6 and rear wall 12 or 
dropping over into the back side of the drawer 3. 

As the drawer 3 is push to close it, the engagement 

20 claws 23 of the drawer 3 climb over the claw shaped guides 
7 of the left and right side walls 2a, 2b and then engage 
with the back edges of guides 7 in a state that the drawer 3 
is closed. Therefore the drawer 3 should be pull forwardly 
with the front of the drawer 3 lifted preventing the drawer 3 

25 from dropping out from the case body 2 when the drawer 3 
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is placed and taken out from the pill rack 33. 

Thanks to a fact that the left and right side walls 4a, 
4b have a shape that the upper portion of the front part 4B 
is cut away widely, the left and right side walls 4a, 4b 
doesn't exist both sides of the front portion of the pill 
blister packs 30, even if the pill blister packs 30 placed on 
the inclined face 9 of said bottom plate 6 occupy the full 
width of the inclined face 9, therefore the pill blister packs 
30 can be picked up by fingers inserted into such spaces. 
Also the pill blister packs 30 can be picked up by fingers 
inserted above and below the front portion of the pill blister 
packs 30. Thus an operator can take the pill blister packs 
30 out in an easier way depending on the position of the 
pill case 1' placed or the posture of the operator. 

Fig. 14 shows a pill case 1" as a third embodiment 
according to the present invention. It has only one 
difference from the second embodiment in a shape of the 
separation plate 16. The separation plate 16 in this 
embodiment has an inclined part 16a extending from the 
bottom plate of the second storage part 18 to the middle of 
the separation plate 16 and jointing them with a smooth 
rounded surface. Since the pill case 1" in this embodiment 
has the inclined part 16a, a description or others stored in 
the second storage part 18 can be taken out easily. 

As clear from the above description, in the pill case 1' 
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according to the present invention, it is possible to add the 
novel function to store the description of the pill or others 
into the second storage part 18 of the drawer 3 without any 
change in whole shape, and also possible to place the pill 
blister packs 30 so as to easily take out in spite of the 
shape there of. 



